Building your Hedgehog Home '

.1 You can use a plastlc or wooden upturned box to create the

t the year but these are

g homes can be used throughou main compartment This will keep your hedgehogs safe from

Hedgeho ’
dates in the Hedgehog's diary:

ately November - April

key

. : 2 Create an entrance about l4em square in one end of the ;

Hibernation: approxim t A dl ”,; h d t ‘
di season/nesting: May. New hoglets crate, Avoid leavi g rough edges. :

Breecm? t until June/July

3y Ins1de ou can make 1t more 1nv1t1n to hed eho s b v
(baby hedgehogs) may remain in the nes : g T

s et will use , covermg the ﬂoor w1th 5011 and leaves or even torn up
ly - September. ti€
Summer shelter: Ju

f edators neWSpaper and a few small Sthk,s
rotection from pr

ther or as p ‘
the shelter in poor wea 4 Fill the entrance chamber w1th a Iayer of dead dry leaves

Hedgehogs prefer small leaves such as birch, oak hawthorn

: or hazel .

5 Cover the outs1de ina p11e of woody garden cuttmgs moss

Wh’ere’-’

Hedgehogs can be a little fussy about where they hve The box needs to

and leaves You can,  if you. like, even cover it with so11 leavmg
Just the entrance hole and vent11at1on p1pe free :
be out of direct sunhght and the front entrance should be out of the wind ‘ ;

(make sure the entrance to the house does not face North or North East).ci -t | : P e o oA A,

Find a qu1et area agamst a bank wall fence or in vegetat1on (1f you p1ck

- an area with slugs, you Wlll provide a natural f°°d source) . The ideal time is in October before they go into hibernation,

and after most of the litters have been weaned It can also be

done in Apr1l after h1bernat1on but before breedmg Season.’

|

unwanted attention. and keep them protected from the weather.. "

. It's worth cfearing out the hedg'ehog'home, every year or two. =

‘Before cleaning r_nake sure there are no hedgehogs in the home.
- Todo this put a small, light obstructiOn in the entrance to see 7

~ whether 1t is pushed away overn1ght thlS can be a scrunched-

up tlssue ora few twigs. If the obstructlon isn't moved then you

5 should be fine to go ahead a clean the hedgehog house out (but :

take care JLlSt in case)

How else can you help Hedgehogs’-' =

' Hedgehog nghways Hedgehogs travel around one mile

every n1ght through our parks and gardens in their quest to find

enough food and a mate By making holes in or under our garden ’

: fences and walls for them to pass through we can make their 11ves

a 11tt1e ea51er|

: FGEd the Hedgehogs Food and fresh water will help

: .‘hedgehogs Leave out foods like minced meat tinned dog or cat

food (not fish-based), crushed cat blSCLlltS or chopped boiled eggs

‘Do'not feed hedgehogs m11k 1nstead pr‘bv1de p1a1n fresh water ina

shallow bowl




